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Term of patent.

20.  (1.) The term limited in every patent for the duration
thereof shall be fourteen years from the date from which it
takes effect,

(2.) But every patent shall, notwithstanding anything therein
or in this Act, cease if the patentee fails to make the prescribed
payments within the prescribed times.

(3.) If, nevertheless, in any case, by accident, mistake, or
inadvertence, a patentee fails to make any prescribed payment
within the prescribed time, he may apply to the registrar for
an enlargement of the time for making that payment.

(4.) Thereupon the registrar shall, if satisfied that the failure

has arisen from any of the above-mentioned causes, on receipt

of the prescribed fee for enlargement, nut exceeding ten pounds,

enlarge the time accordingly, subject to the following conditions :

(a.) The time for making any payment shall not, in any case,

be enlarged for more than three months ;
(5.) If any proceeding shall be taken in respect of an
infringement of the patent committed after a failure
to make any payment within the prescribed time, and
before the enlargement thereof, the Court before which
the proceeding is proposed to be taken may, if it shall
think fit, refuse to award or give any damages in
respect of such infringement.

Amendment of specification.

21.  (1.) An applicant or a patentee may, from time to time,
by request in writing left at the Patent Office, .seek leavo to
amend    his   specification,  including   drawings   forming   part
thereof, by way of disclaimer, correction, or explanation, stating
the nature of such amendment and his reasons for the same.

(2.) The request and the nature of such proposed amendment
shall be advertised in the prescribed manner, and at any lime
within one month from its first advertisement any person may
give notice at the Patent Office of opposition to the amendment.

(3.) Where such notice is given the registrar shall give
notice of the opposition to the person making the request, and
shall hear and decide the case subject to an appeal to the law
officer.